We claim: 

1 . A communici tion network, comprising: 

a plurality of server devices for providing a plurality of services to the network, 
where each service h is a corresponding service address, and 

at least one cllient device that accesses services by first accessing a service point map 
listing of services available on the network and corresponding address information for each 
service. 
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2. The communication network of claim 1 further comprising a service point map 



manager device to 
and con*esponding 



ntennittently generate a current service point map identifying the services 
address information for services connected to the network, where each 



server device sends corresponding address information for each service to the service point 



map manager dev 



ce and each client device collects a service point map from the service 



point map managfir device when the client connects to the network. 

3. The comnhunication network of claim 2, wherein the a service point map manager 
device selects services and coiresponding service address information for inclusion in the 
service point map using server load balancing techniques. 



20 4. The com nunication network of claim 3, wherein server load balancing techniques are 
implemented by supplying a service point map to the client that has already been processed 
for load balanciiig wherein all entries have been removed except for targeted address 
information. 
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5. The communication metwork of claim 3, wherein server load balancing techniques are 
implemented by supplying e\ service point map to the client that contains all possible entries, 
where the entry for any service which needs load balancing contains script code in a service 
specific data field which tne client mns in order to select the appropriate entry. 



6. The communication network of claim 2, wherein the a service point map manager 
device selects services ann corresponding service address information for inclusion in the 
service point map based ion the topographical location of the client device in the network. 



7. The communication network of claim 1, wherein the service point map includes 
supplemental service identification data comprising a client epoch value for at least a first 
service identified in tqe service point map that is used to correlate the performance of the 
client device and the first service. 



8. The commun cation network of claim 7, wherein a first service has a corresponding 
service epoch value, whereby the first service causes the client device to take corrective 
action at the time thi t a mismatch is detected between the client epoch value and the service 
epoch value using e cecutable commands embedded in the service point map. 

9. The commmicafion network of claim 1, wherein a first service causes the client 
device to perform ; ctions using executable commands in the service point map. 
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10. The communication network of claim 1 , wherein the service point map includes 
backup address information fpr a selected service identified in the service point map in the 
event that the selected service cannot be reached. 



1 1. The communication ^letwork of claim 10, wherein the backup address information 
comprises address infomiatibn for a service point map manager device. 

12. The communication network of claim 10, wherein the backup address information 
comprises address infonnation for an alternate server providing the selected service. 



13. In a client/server communication network wherein a plurality of services are located 
on a plurality of servers CDnnected to the network, a server computer system for generating a 
table listing of services c- )nnected to the network and corresponding location information for 
each listed service, wher ^ the table listing is selected from a larger listing of services 



connected to the networl 



using a first partitioning scheme. 



14. The server comduter system of claim 1 3, wherein the server computer system 
regularly generates the able listing of services based on current service topology. 

15. The server computer system of claim 1 3, further comprising a plurality of client 
computer systems comiected to the network, each of which collects a table listing of services 
from the server computer system upon comiecting to the network. 
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16. The server computer sp^stem of claim 13, wherein the first partitioning scheme is a 
functional partitioning of thej services. 

17. The server computeif system of claim 13, further comprising at least one client 
computer system that has identification data associated with the client and that has requested 
a table Usting from the server computer system, wherein the first partitioning scheme is 
routing of services based /on the identification data associated with the client. 



18. The server computer system of claim 13, wherein the first partitioning scheme is to 
10 partition the services bw resource connection. 



19. The server computer system of claim 13, wherein the first partitioning scheme is to 
partition the services by equivalency. 

15 20. A method foi a client process to access a plurality of services provided by a plurality 
of servers over a cor iputer network using a dynamic service point map, comprising: 
connecting the client process to the computer network, 

1 dynamic service point map to the client process from a first server 
dynamic service point map comprises a listing of a first plxu-ality of 
20 services and corresponding location information for each of the first plurality of services, and 
connecting jhe client process to a service listed in the dynamic service point map 
using the correspor ding location information contained in the dynamic service point map. 



transferring 
device, wherein the 
services and corresil 
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2 1 . The method ofl claim 20 further comprising: 

generating loaation information for a server on which a service is provided, and 
pubhshing th; location information to the first server device for inclusion in the 

dynamic service point map. 



point map to the cli 
Usted in the dynamii 



22. The method |of claim 20 further comprising transferring an updated dynamic service 
nt process upon any failure of the cUent process to connect to a service 
service point map. 
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